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Since Vietnam introduced economic reforms in the mid-1980s, domestic service has become an established
sector of the labour market, and domestic workers have become indispensable to urban life in the rapidly
changing country. This book analyzes the ways in which the practices and discourses of domestic service
serve to forge and contest emerging class identities in post-reform Vietnam. Drawing on a rich and diverse
range of qualitative data, including ethnographies, interviews, and narratives, it shows that such practices and
discourses are rooted in cultural notions of gender and rural-urban difference and enduring socialist
structures of feeling, which, in turn, clash with the realities of growing differentiation. Domestic workers’
experiences reveal negotiations with class boundaries actively set by the urban middle class, who seek
distinction through emerging notions and practices of domesticity. These boundaries are nevertheless riddled
with gender and class anxiety on the side of the latter, partly because of the very struggles and contestations
of the domestic workers. More broadly, Minh T. N. Nguyen links the often invisible intimate dynamics of
class formation in the domestic sphere with wider political economic processes in a post-socialist country
embarking on marketization while retaining the political control of a party-state.

As a pioneering ethnographic study of domestic service in Vietnam today, this book will be of great interest
to students and scholars of Southeast Asian culture & society, social anthropology, gender studies, human
geography and development studies.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class,
Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important any book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class,
Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Richard Fentress:

The book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's
Transformations)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Anne Hahn:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class,
Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Vietnam's Socialist
Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) is not only giving you far more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class,
Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Alejandro Colon:

This Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) is great
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate



word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's
Transformations) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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