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Competitive video and computer game play is nothing new: the documentary King of Kong memorably
portrays a Donkey Kong player's attempts to achieve the all-time highest score; the television show Starcade
(1982--1984) featured competitions among arcade game players; and first-person shooter games of the 1990s
became multiplayer through network play. A new development in the world of digital gaming, however, is
the emergence of professional computer game play, complete with star players, team owners, tournaments,
sponsorships, and spectators. In Raising the Stakes, T. L. Taylor explores the emerging scene of professional
computer gaming and the accompanying efforts to make a sport out of this form of play. In the course of her
explorations, Taylor travels to tournaments, including the World Cyber Games Grand Finals (which
considers itself the computer gaming equivalent of the Olympics), and interviews participants from players
to broadcasters. She examines pro-gaming, with its highly paid players, play-by-play broadcasts, and mass
audience; discusses whether or not e-sports should even be considered sports; traces the player's path from
amateur to professional (and how a hobby becomes work); and describes the importance of leagues, teams,
owners, organizers, referees, sponsors, and fans in shaping the structure and culture of pro-gaming. Taylor
connects professional computer gaming to broader issues: our notions of play, work, and sport; the nature of
spectatorship; the influence of money on sports. And she examines the ongoing struggle over the gendered
construction of play through the lens of male-dominated pro-gaming. Ultimately, the evolution of
professional computer gaming illuminates the contemporary struggle to convert playful passions into serious
play.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

The publication with title Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the Professionalization of Computer Gaming has
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Jennifer Yost:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the Professionalization of Computer Gaming your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the Professionalization of
Computer Gaming giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Eugene Brown:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the
Professionalization of Computer Gaming or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the Professionalization of
Computer Gaming to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Bruce Smith:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the
Professionalization of Computer Gaming to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Raising the Stakes: E-Sports and the



Professionalization of Computer Gaming can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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