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ABOUT THE BOOK

“The man with six weeks to live is anxious. He furls his brow, as he does countless times each day, and
walks out of the Capitol Building, which is nearing completion. He is exhausted, almost numb.”

It is a rare to find a historical work written in the present tense, but in Killing Lincoln: The Shocking
Assassination that Changed America Forever, that is what Martin Dugard and Bill O’Reilly have done. In a
USA Today interview, “O’Reilly says Dugard did the research on the Lincoln book, and ‘I wrote it. A true
collaboration.’” While the book is light on attribution, it is a compelling and fast read. O’Reilly says he
“wanted [Killing Lincoln] to read like a thriller... for people who are not particularly interested in history,
and to show what true leaders are like.”

It does indeed read like a thriller. Using the present tense gives the work immediacy and heightens pace, but
at times also feels intrusive because the subject matter so clearly isn’t immediate today. A historical
overview might be better served by the good old past tense.  Nevertheless, the book brims with conspiracy
facts, touching on mysteries never conclusively proven wrong–although they’ve also never been proven
right.

Most notable of these theories is one centering on Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, who was in possession of
assassin John Wilkes Booth’s diary, thanks to the work of private investigator Lafayette Baker. Baker was
personally hired by Stanton and gave him the diary, which he found in Booth’s hotel room. Furthermore,
when Stanton finally released the diary, 18 pages were missing, raising many an eyebrow. The Stanton
theory has, as the authors admit, been “repudiated and dismissed by the vast majority of trained historians.”

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

“Lincoln strides purposefully back and forth, unprotected and unafraid, as vulnerable as a man can be to
sniper fire, the bombardment serving as the perfect distraction from his considerable worries. When will this
war ever end?”

Abraham Lincoln was a man racing his fate. He knew it, even as he gave his second inaugural speech before
50,000 drenched citizens. Among them was John Wilkes Booth, a young, handsome, famous actor who had
originally planned to kidnap the president, but instead decided to murder him, along with General Ulysses S.
Grant, Secretary of State Seward, and Vice President Andrew Johnson.

On April 1, 1865, Lincoln awaited news from Grant, whose Union Army was engaged against General
Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. A  succession of horrific battles would end in Lee’s surrender
when his ravaged army could no longer match the vast Union force. Lincoln’s terms of surrender were
lenient, despite calls for vengeance.



Amid Washington celebration, Lincoln became Booth’s obsession. He learned that the President and Mrs.
Lincoln would attend “Our American Cousin” at Ford’s Theatre, one of Booth’s favorite haunts, on Good
Friday. After a nerve-wracking day of preparation, he was a coiled spring. His co-conspirators knew their
roles–Lewis Powell would kill Secretary of State Seward, George Atzerodt would kill Vice President
Andrew Johnson, while Booth shot Lincoln and Grant, who would be with the President.

To Booth’s frustration, Grant left the capitol that afternoon. But the show went on. As Booth shot Lincoln,
Powell slashed at Seward in his bed, where he was recovering from a carriage accident. But Powell had to
literally hack his way through Seward’s son, daughter, and two others first. Amazingly, all in the house
survived. Only William Bell, “a young black servant in a pressed white coat,” who answered the door...

...buy the book to continue reading!
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From reader reviews:

Dewayne Campbell:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Quicklet on Martin Dugard and Bill O'Reilly's Killing Lincoln:
The Shocking Assassination that Changed America Forever (CliffNotes-like Summary and Analysis).

Herman Deans:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Quicklet on Martin Dugard and Bill
O'Reilly's Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination that Changed America Forever (CliffNotes-like
Summary and Analysis). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Ariane Gray:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Quicklet on Martin Dugard and Bill O'Reilly's
Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination that Changed America Forever (CliffNotes-like Summary and
Analysis) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stacia Cobb:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Quicklet on Martin Dugard and Bill O'Reilly's Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination



that Changed America Forever (CliffNotes-like Summary and Analysis), you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.
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