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The wrenching decision facing successful women choosing between demanding careers and intensive family
lives has been the subject of many articles and books, most of which propose strategies for resolving the
dilemma. Competing Devotions focuses on broader social and cultural forces that create women's identities
and shape their understanding of what makes life worth living.

Mary Blair-Loy examines the career paths of women financial executives who have tried various approaches
to balancing career and family. The professional level these women have attained requires a huge
commitment of time, energy, and emotion that seems natural to employers and clients, who assume that a
career deserves single-minded allegiance. Meanwhile, these women must confront the cultural model of
family that defines marriage and motherhood as a woman's primary vocation. This ideal promises women
creativity, intimacy, and financial stability in caring for a family. It defines children as fragile and assumes
that men lack the selflessness and patience that children's primary caregivers need. This ideal is taken for
granted in much of contemporary society.

The power of these assumptions is enormous but not absolute. Competing Devotions identifies women
executives who try to reshape these ideas. These mavericks, who face great resistance but are aided by new
ideological and material resources that come with historical change, may eventually redefine both the nuclear
family and the capitalist firm in ways that reduce work-family conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Competing Devotions: Career and Family among
Women Executives was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Competing Devotions: Career and Family among
Women Executives is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with
the book Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives. You never really feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Margaret Boyer:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives.

James Crist:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get previous to. The Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives
giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for
your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Pat Thomas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Competing Devotions: Career and Family
among Women Executives reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Competing



Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives as good book not merely by the cover but also by
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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