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Is America an empire? Certainly not, according to our government. Despite the conquest of two sovereign
states in as many years, despite the presence of more than 750 military installations in two thirds of the
world’s countries and despite his stated intention "to extend the benefits of freedom...to every corner of the
world," George W. Bush maintains that "America has never been an empire." "We don’t seek empires,"
insists Defense Secretary Rumsfeld. "We’re not imperialistic."

Nonsense, says Niall Ferguson. In Colossus he argues that in both military and economic terms America is
nothing less than the most powerful empire the world has ever seen. Just like the British Empire a century
ago, the United States aspires to globalize free markets, the rule of law, and representative government. In
theory it’s a good project, says Ferguson. Yet Americans shy away from the long-term commitments of
manpower and money that are indispensable if rogue regimes and failed states really are to be changed for
the better. Ours, he argues, is an empire with an attention deficit disorder, imposing ever more unrealistic
timescales on its overseas interventions. Worse, it’s an empire in denial—a hyperpower that simply refuses
to admit the scale of its global responsibilities. And the negative consequences will be felt at home as well as
abroad. In an alarmingly persuasive final chapter Ferguson warns that this chronic myopia also applies to our
domestic responsibilities. When overstretch comes, he warns, it will come from within—and it will reveal
that more than just the feet of the American colossus is made of clay.
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

Here thing why this kind of Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the
American Empire in e-book can be your alternate.

Clarence Lowery:

The book untitled Colossus: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Christopher Hickman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Colossus: The Rise and Fall of
the American Empire which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Lamar Carr:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Colossus: The Rise and
Fall of the American Empire can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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