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*Includes pictures of Houdini and his most famous escape acts.
*Includes descriptions of Houdini's most famous stunts.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
“I knew, as everyone knows, that the easiest way to attract a crowd is to let it be known that at a given time
and a given place some one is going to attempt something that in the event of failure will mean sudden death.
That's what attracts us to the man who paints the flagstaff on the tall building, or to the 'human fly' who
scales the walls of the same building.” – Harry Houdini
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
There is no shortage of professional magicians and stunt men in the 21st century, but all of them owe
something to the most famous stunt man of them all, Harry Houdini. A century after he began to thrill
audiences with his patented escape acts, Houdini’s name remains synonymous with seemingly miraculous
escapes and getaways, and his name is instantly recognizable even among those who have never seen
pictures of his stunts.
Houdini wasn’t the first of his kind, but after he got his start as "Harry Handcuff Houdini" during a traveling
European tour, he added the kind of showmanship and flair that have become standard fare among
performers of his kind. His initial repertoire of escaping handcuffs eventually gave way to far grander feats,
involving skyscrapers, straitjackets, and being buried alive.
With fame came skepticism, and Houdini was frequently accused of being a fake and fixing his escapes.
Some even believed he was helped by supernatural forces. Skeptics were bolstered by the fact that, like his
escapes and magic tricks, Houdini remained a man shrouded in mystery, constantly changing his own life
story to reinvent himself as he thought fit. Though Houdini insisted his stunts were real and constantly went
after those who besmirched him or his profession, his success couldn’t help but breed both legends and
criticism simultaneously.
By the end of his life, Houdini had transformed himself into a national celebrity, and he tried to dabble in
acting and other pursuits, but he was destined to be forever associated with the profession he helped pioneer.
And fittingly, mystery and controversy surrounded the exact cause of his death, as it had so much of his life.
American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini profiles the life, legends, stunts, and controversies of
history’s most famous escape artist, with pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn
about Houdini like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Cleveland Wheeler:

This book untitled American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Angel Sherrill:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Donna Vandyne:

This American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this American
Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini can be the light food in your case because the information inside that
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life as well as knowledge.

William Farley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini can give
you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have American Legends: The Life of Harry Houdini.
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