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One of the most notorious and bizarre mysteries of the Edwardian age, for readers who loved The
Suspicions of Mr. Whicher.

In 1898, an elderly widow, Anna Maria Druce, came to the British court with an astonishing request. She
stood among the overflowing pews of St. Pauls Cathedral claiming that the merchant T. C. Druce, her late
father-in-law, had in truth been a secret identity for none other than the deceased and enormously wealthy
5th Duke of Portland. Maintaining her composure amid growing agitation from the clutch of lawyers,
journalists, and curious onlookers crowded into the church, Mrs. Druce claimed that Druce had been the
duke's alter ego and that the duke had, in 1864, faked the death of his middle-class doppelgänger when he
grew tired of the ruse. Mrs. Druce wanted the tomb unlocked and her father-in-law's coffin exhumed,
adamant that it would lie empty, proving the falsehood and leaving her son to inherit the vast Portland estate.
From that fateful afternoon, the lurid details of the Druce-Portland case spilled forth, seizing the attention of
the British public for over a decade.

As the Victoria era gave way to the Edwardian, the rise of sensationalist media blurred every fact into
fiction, and family secrets and fluid identities pushed class anxieties to new heights. The 5th Duke of
Portland had long been the victim of suspicion and scandalous rumors; an odd man with a fervent penchant
for privacy, he lived his days in precisely coordinated isolation in the dilapidated Welbeck Abbey estate. He
constructed elaborate underground passageways from one end of his home to the other and communicated
with his household staff through letters. T.C. Druce was a similarly mysterious figure and had always
remained startlingly evasive about his origins; on his arrival in London he claimed to have "sprung from the
clouds."

Drawing from revelations hidden within the Druce family tomb in the chilly confines of Highgate Cemetery,
Piu Marie Eatwell recounts one of the most drawn-out sagas of the era in penetrating, gripping detail. From
each thwarted investigation and wicked attempt to conceal evidence to the parade of peculiar figures
announcing themselves as the rightful heir, Eatwell paints a portentous portrait of England at the dawn of the
Edwardian age.

Few tales?be they by Charles Dickens or Wilkie Collins, The Importance of Being Earnest or The Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde?could surpass the bizarre and deliciously dark twists and turns of the
Druce-Portland affair. A mesmerizing tour through the tangled hierarchies of Edwardian England, The Dead
Duke, His Secret Wife, and the Missing Corpse illuminates the lies, deceit, and hypocrisy practiced by
"genteel" society at the time?and their inevitably sordid consequences.

30 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be
The Dead Duke, His Secret Wife, and the Missing Corpse: An Extraordinary Edwardian Case of Deception
and Intrigue.

Elaine Rode:

The Dead Duke, His Secret Wife, and the Missing Corpse: An Extraordinary Edwardian Case of Deception
and Intrigue can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Dead Duke, His Secret Wife, and the Missing Corpse: An
Extraordinary Edwardian Case of Deception and Intrigue nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Manuel Rodriguez:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Dead Duke, His Secret
Wife, and the Missing Corpse: An Extraordinary Edwardian Case of Deception and Intrigue is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Glenn Herrera:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Dead Duke, His Secret Wife, and the Missing Corpse: An
Extraordinary Edwardian Case of Deception and Intrigue can make you sense more interested to read.
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