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Written by award-winning African novelist Mariama Ba and translated from the original French, So Long a
Letter has been recognized as one of Africa's 100 Best Books of the 20th Century. The brief narrative,
written as an extended letter, is a sequence of reminiscences—some wistful, some bitter—recounted by
recently widowed Senegalese schoolteacher Ramatoulaye Fall. Addressed to a lifelong friend, Aissatou, it is
a record of Ramatoulaye's emotional struggle for survival after her husband betrayed their marriage by
taking a second wife. This semi-autobiographical account is a perceptive testimony to the plight of educated
and articulate Muslim women. Angered by the traditions that allow polygyny, they inhabit a social milieu
dominated by attitudes and values that deny them status equal to men. Ramatoulaye hopes for a world where
the best of old customs and new freedom can be combined.

Considered a classic of contemporary African women's literature, So Long a Letter is a must-read for anyone
interested in African literature and the passage from colonialism to modernism in a Muslim country.

Winner of the prestigious Noma Award for Publishing in Africa.

Titles of related interest from Waveland Press: Beti (trans. Moore), The Poor Christ of Bomba (ISBN
9781577664185); Emecheta, Kehinde (ISBN 9781577664192); Equiano (ed. Edwards), Equiano's Travels
(ISBN 9781577664871); La Guma, In the Fog of the Seasons' End (ISBN 9781478600251); Marechera, The
House of Hunger (ISBN 9781478604730); and Oyono (trans. Reed), Houseboy (ISBN 9781577669883).
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that So Long a Letter book as
starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Shirley Gilliam:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take So Long a Letter as the daily resource information.

Jeanne Crank:

The publication untitled So Long a Letter is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of So Long
a Letter from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ellen Scherer:

This So Long a Letter is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having So Long a Letter in your hand like having the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that will?
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