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In 1500 few Europeans regarded nature as a subject worthy of inquiry. Yet fifty years later the first museums
of natural history had appeared in Italy, dedicated to the marvels of nature. Italian patricians, their curiosity
fueled by new voyages of exploration and the humanist rediscovery of nature, created vast collections as a
means of knowing the world and used this knowledge to their greater glory.

Drawing on extensive archives of visitors' books, letters, travel journals, memoirs, and pleas for patronage,
Paula Findlen reconstructs the lost social world of Renaissance and Baroque museums. She follows the new
study of natural history as it moved out of the universities and into sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
scientific societies, religious orders, and princely courts. Findlen argues convincingly that natural history as a
discipline blurred the border between the ancients and the moderns, between collecting in order to recover
ancient wisdom and the development of new textual and experimental scholarship. Her vivid account reveals
how the scientific revolution grew from the constant mediation between the old forms of knowledge and the
new.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

The book Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on
the History of Society and Culture) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting,
and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) to get your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication
Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on the
History of Society and Culture). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christopher Cunningham:

The book Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on
the History of Society and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Possessing Nature: Museums,
Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on the History of Society and Culture)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Possessing Nature: Museums,
Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Herman Deans:

The reason? Because this Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting, and Scientific Culture in Early Modern
Italy (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Thomas Palmer:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more



valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Possessing Nature: Museums, Collecting, and
Scientific Culture in Early Modern Italy (Studies on the History of Society and Culture). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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