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California roll, Chinese take-out, American-made kimchi, dogmeat, monosodium glutamate, SPAM--all are
examples of what Robert Ji-Song Ku calls dubious foods. Strongly associated with Asian and Asian
American gastronomy, they are commonly understood as ersatz, depraved, or simply bad. In Dubious
Gastronomy, Ku contends that these foods share a spiritual fellowship with Asians in the United States in
that the Asian presence, be it culinary or corporeal, is often considered watered-down, counterfeit, or
debased manifestations of the real thing. The American expression of Asianness is defined as doubly
inauthentic--as insufficiently Asian and unreliably American when measured against a largely ideological if
not entirely political standard of authentic Asia and America. By exploring the other side of what is
prescriptively understood as proper Asian gastronomy, Ku suggests that Asian cultural expressions occurring
in places such as Los Angeles, Honolulu, New York City, and even Baton Rouge are no less critical to
understanding the meaning of Asian food--and, by extension, Asian people--than culinary expressions that
took place in Tokyo, Seoul, and Shanghai centuries ago. In critically considering the impure and hybridized
with serious and often whimsical intent, Dubious Gastronomy argues that while the notion of cultural
authenticity is troubled, troubling, and troublesome, the apocryphal is not necessarily a bad thing: The
dubious can be and is often quite delicious.

Dubious Gastronomy overlaps a number of disciplines, including American and Asian American studies,
Asian diasporic studies, literary and cultural studies, and the burgeoning field of food studies. More
importantly, however, the book fulfills the critical task of amalgamating these areas and putting them in
conversation with one another. Written in an engaging and fluid style, it promises to appeal a wide audience
of readers who seriously enjoys eating--and reading and thinking about--food.

18 illus.

The first title in the Food in Asia and the Pacific series.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Reyes:

This Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural
Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Dubious
Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) can bring any
time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA
(Food in Asia and the Pacific) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Michael Lucius:

Here thing why that Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia
and the Pacific) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Dubious Gastronomy: The
Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Dubious
Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) in e-
book can be your choice.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Dubious Gastronomy: The
Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific).



Jaime McKenney:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the
USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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