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Baseball is much more than the national pastime. It has become an emblem of America itself. From its initial
popularity in the mid-nineteenth century, the game has reflected national values and beliefs and promoted
what it means to be an American. Stories abound that illustrate baseball's significance in eradicating racial
barriers, bringing neighborhoods together, building civic pride, and creating on the field of play an
instructive civics lesson for immigrants on the national character.
 
In A People's History of Baseball, Mitchell Nathanson probes the less well-known but no less meaningful
other side of baseball: episodes not involving equality, patriotism, heroism, and virtuous capitalism, but
power--how it is obtained, and how it perpetuates itself. Through the growth and development of baseball
Nathanson shows that, if only we choose to look for it, we can see the petty power struggles as well as the
large and consequential ones that have likewise defined our nation.
 
By offering a fresh perspective on the firmly embedded tales of baseball as America, a new and unexpected
story emerges of both the game and what it represents. Exploring the founding of the National League,
Nathanson focuses on the newer Americans who sought club ownership to promote their own social status in
the increasingly closed caste of nineteenth-century America. His perspective on the rise and public rebuke of
the Players Association shows that these baseball events reflect both the collective spirit of working and
middle-class America in the mid-twentieth century as well as the countervailing forces that sought to beat
back this emerging movement that threatened the status quo. And his take on baseball’s racial integration
that began with Branch Rickey’s “Great Experiment” reveals the debilitating effects of the harsh double
standard that resulted, requiring a black player to have unimpeachable character merely to take the field in a
Major League game, a standard no white player was required to meet.
 
Told with passion and occasional outrage, A People's History of Baseball challenges the perspective of the
well-known, deeply entrenched, hyper-patriotic stories of baseball and offers an incisive alternative history
of America's much-loved national pastime.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

The actual book A People's History of Baseball will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book A People's History of Baseball is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled A People's History of Baseball can be great book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

George Clark:

Beside this specific A People's History of Baseball in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A People's
History of Baseball because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times
have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!

Mildred Vang:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the A People's History of Baseball when you required it?
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