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Many popularly held views about the past need to be critically enquired into before they can be taken as
historical. For instance, what was the aftermath of the raid on the Somanatha temple? Which of usis Aryan
or Dravidian? Why isit important for Indian society to be secular? When did communalism as an ideology
gain afoothold in the country? How and when did our patriarchal mindset begin to support a culture of
violence against women? Why are the fundamentalists so keen to rewrite history textbooks?

The answers to these and similar questions have been disputed and argued about ever since they were first
posed. Distinguished historian Romila Thapar has investigated, analyzed and interpreted the history that
underlies such questions throughout her career; now, in this book, through a series of incisive essays she
argues that it is of critical importance for the past to be carefully and rigorously explained, if the legitimacy
of our present, wherever it derives from the past, is to be portrayed as accurately as possible. Thisis
especially pertinent given the attempts by unscrupulous paliticians, religious fundamentalists and their ilk to
try and misrepresent and wilfully manipulate the past in order to serve their present-day agendas. An
essential and necessary book at a time when sectarianism, bogus ‘ nationalism’ and the muddying of
historical facts are increasingly becoming afeature of our public, private and intellectual lives.
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From reader reviews:
Deborah Rinehart:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Past as Present will make you
to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Donna Antonucci:

The actual book The Past as Present has alot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
alot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Charles Buffington:

This The Past as Present is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information asit relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this The Past as Present can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Steve Franklin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Past as Present can give you alot of pals because by
you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. Thiskind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? L et us have The Past as Present.
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