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An incredible history of the American WWI pilots who refused to be grounded. There was atime when
the United States didn't believe in aerial warfare. Wars, after al, were for mena??not flying machines. When
Europe went to war in the summer of 1914, the U.S. military boasted a meadly collection of five aircraft,
with no training programs or recruitment procedures in place. But that didn't mean the country lacked skilled
pilots. In fact, it was just the opposite. In The First Eagles, award-winning historian Gavin Mortimer
engagingly profiles the restless, determined American aviators who grew tired of waiting for the their
country to establish an aerial military force during World War 1. It was these men who enlisted in Britain's
desperate and battered Royal Flying Corpswhen, in 1917, it opened arecruitment officein New Y ork. After
an intensive and deadly year of training that gave recruits a frighteningly realistic taste of the combat they
would face, 247 fresh American RFC pilots were shipped over to Europe, with hundreds more following in
the next two months. Twenty-eight of them claimed five or more kills to become feted as "aces," their
involvement lauded as pivotal to the Allied victory. In this book, Mortimer compiles their history through
letters, diaries, memoirs, and archives from top museums in the United States and Britaina??rom John
Donaldson, who |eft for France at age twenty and shot down seven Germans before being downed himself, to
the laccaci brothers, who accounted for twenty-nine German aircraft between them. Complete with 150
period photographs, The First Eagles captures the bravery of these intrepid American pilots, who chose
courage over idleness and saved the European skies.
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From reader reviews:
Annette Morrison:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The First Eagles: The
Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War | that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So, for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The
First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War | become your own starter.

Bertha Morrison:

This The First Eagles. The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War | is brand-new
way for you who has interest to look for some information asit relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The First
Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War | can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

ChrisWolf:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of booksin the top
collection in your reading list isusualy The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the
RAF in World War |. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Sandra Romero:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The First Eagles: The Fearless American
Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War | aswell as others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to bring their knowledge. In



other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The First Eagles. The Fearless American Aces

Who Flew with the RAF in World War | to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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