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"My satire is against those who see figures and averages, and nothing else," proclaimed Charles Dickens in
explaining the theme of this classic novel. Published in 1854, the story concerns one Thomas Gradgrind, a
"fanatic of the demonstrable fact," who raises his children, Tom and Louisa, in a stifling and arid atmosphere
of grim practicality.
Without a moral compass to guide them, the children sink into lives of desperation and despair, played out
against the grim background of Coketown, a wretched community shadowed by an industrial behemoth.
Louisa falls into a loveless marriage with Josiah Bouderby, a vulgar banker, while the unscrupulous Tom,
totally lacking in principle, becomes a thief who frames an innocent man for his crime. Witnessing the
degradation and downfall of his children, Gradgrind realizes that his own misguided principles have ruined
their lives.
Considered Dickens' harshest indictment of mid-19th-century industrial practices and their dehumanizing
effects, this novel offers a fascinating tapestry of Victorian life, filled with the richness of detail, brilliant
characterization, and passionate social concern that typify the novelist's finest creations.
Of Dickens' work, the eminent Victorian critic John Ruskin had this to say: "He is entirely right in his main
drift and purpose in every book he has written; and all of them, but especially Hard Times, should be studied
with close and earnest care by persons interested in social questions."
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sherrer:

This Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Hard
Times (Dover Thrift Editions) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions) can bring if you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even phone. This Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lauren Joseph:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Loris Beal:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions) book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions)
as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nicole Reagan:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions) can make you experience more interested to read.
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