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In September 1857, a wagon train passing through Utah laden with gold was attacked. Approximately 140
people were slaughtered; only 17 children under the age of eight were spared. This incident in an open field
called Mountain Meadows has ever since been the focus of passionate debate: Is it possible that official
Mormon dignitaries were responsible for the massacre? In her riveting book, Sally Denton makes a fiercely
convincing argument that they were.

The author–herself of Mormon descent–first traces the extraordinary emergence of the Mormons and the
little-known nineteenth-century intrigues and tensions between their leaders and the U.S. government, fueled
by the Mormons’ zealotry and exclusionary practices. We see how by 1857 they were unique as a religious
group in ruling an entire American territory, Utah, and commanding their own exclusive government and
army.

Denton makes clear that in the immediate aftermath of the massacre, the church began placing the blame on
a discredited Mormon, John D. Lee, and on various Native Americans. She cites contemporaneous records
and newly discovered documents to support her argument that, in fact, the Mormon leader, Brigham Young,
bore significant responsibility–that Young, impelled by the church’s financial crises, facing increasingly
intense scrutiny and condemnation by the federal government, incited the crime by both word and deed.

Finally, Denton explains how the rapidly expanding and enormously rich Mormon church of today still
struggles to absolve itself of responsibility for what may well be an act of religious fanaticism unparalleled in
the annals of American history. American Massacre is totally absorbing in its narrative as it brings to life a
tragic moment in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this American Massacre: The Tragedy at
Mountain Meadows, September 1857 book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Phyllis Richards:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading
a guide. The book American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857 it is very good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Helen Leduc:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857 why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Sandra Passmore:

You can obtain this American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857 by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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