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Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty has long been portrayed as the most potent symbol of all that is wrong
with big government. Conservatives deride the War on Poverty for corruption and the creation of “poverty
pimps,” and even liberals carefully distance themselves from it. Examining the long War on Poverty from
the 1960s onward, this book makes a controversial argument that the programs were in many ways a success,
reducing poverty rates and weaving a social safety net that has proven as enduring as programs that came out
of the New Deal.

The War on Poverty also transformed American politics from the grass roots up, mobilizing poor people
across the nation. Blacks in crumbling cities, rural whites in Appalachia, Cherokees in Oklahoma, Puerto
Ricans in the Bronx, migrant Mexican farmworkers, and Chinese immigrants from New York to California
built social programs based on Johnson’s vision of a greater, more just society. Contributors to this volume
chronicle these vibrant and largely unknown histories while not shying away from the flaws and failings of
the movement—including inadequate funding, co-optation by local political elites, and blindness to the
reality that mothers and their children made up most of the poor.

In the twenty-first century, when one in seven Americans receives food stamps and community health
centers are the largest primary care system in the nation, the War on Poverty is as relevant as ever. This book
helps us to understand the turbulent era out of which it emerged and why it remains so controversial to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Molinari:

Beside this specific War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from now!

Julian Eaton:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History,
1964-1980 can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Natalie Althoff:

You will get this War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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