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Byron and Hitler were equally entranced by Rome's most famous monument, the Colosseum. Mid-Victorians
admired the hundreds of varieties of flowers in its crannies and occasionally shuddered at its reputation for
contagion, danger, and sexual temptation. Today it is the highlight of a tour of Italy for more than three
million visitors a year, a concert arena for the likes of Paul McCartney, and a national symbol of opposition
to the death penalty. Its ancient history is chockfull of romantic but erroneous myths. There is no evidence
that any gladiator ever said "Hail Caesar, those about to die..." and we know of not one single Christian
martyr who met his finish here.

Yet the reality is much stranger than the legend as the authors, two prominent classical historians, explain in
this absorbing account. We learn the details of how the arena was built and at what cost; we are introduced to
the emperors who sometimes fought in gladiatorial games staged at the Colosseum; and we take measure of
the audience who reveled in, or opposed, these games. The authors also trace the strange afterlife of the
monument--as fortress, shrine of martyrs, church, and glue factory. Why are we so fascinated with this arena
of death?
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Walker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Colosseum (Wonders of the World) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kirby Paradiso:

This book untitled The Colosseum (Wonders of the World) to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Dale Burt:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Colosseum (Wonders of the World) can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Helen Widner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The
Colosseum (Wonders of the World) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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