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“Where I was raised a woman's word was law. I ain't quite outgrowed that yet.”

‘Riders of the Purple Sage’ tells the story of Jane Withersteen and her battle to overcome her persecution by
members of her polygamous Mormon fundamentalist church, a leader of which, Elder Tull, wants to marry
her. Withersteen is supported by a number of Gentile friends, including Bern Venters and Lassiter, a famous
gunman and killer of Mormons. Unlike many Western novels, which are often straightforward and stylized
morality tales, ‘Riders’ is a long novel with a complex plot that develops in many threads. The story is set in
the cañon country of southern Utah in 1871.

Throughout most of the novel Jane Withersteen struggles with her "blindness" in seeing the evil nature of her
church and its leaders, trying to keep both Venters and Lassiter from killing her adversaries, who are slowly
ruining her. Through the adoption of a child, Fay, she abandons her false beliefs and discovers her true love.
A second plot strand tells of Venters and his escape to the wilderness with a girl named Bess, "the rustler's
girl," whom he has accidentally shot. While caring for her, Venters falls in love with the girl, and together
they escape to the East, while Lassiter, Fay, and Jane, pursued by both Mormons and rustlers, escape into a
paradise-like valley by toppling a giant balancing rock, forever closing off the only way in or out.

‘The Rainbow Trail’, a sequel to ‘Riders of the Purple Sage’ that reveals the fate of Jane and Lassiter and
their adopted daughter, was published in 1915. Both novels are notable for their protagonists' strong
opposition to Mormon polygamy, but in ‘Rainbow Trail’ this theme is treated more explicitly. The plots of
both books revolve around the victimization of women in the Mormon culture: events in ‘Riders of the
Purple Sage’ are centered on the struggle of a Mormon woman who sacrifices her wealth and social status to
avoid becoming a junior wife of the head of the local church, while ‘Rainbow Trail’ contrasts the fanatical
older Mormons with the rising generation of Mormon women who will not tolerate polygamy and Mormon
men who will not seek it.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

The book Riders of the Purple Sage gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Riders of the Purple Sage to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide Riders of the Purple Sage. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Ashley Staley:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Riders of the Purple Sage seemed to be making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication Riders of the Purple Sage is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Riders of the Purple Sage. You never truly feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Samuel Gorman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Riders of the Purple
Sage book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Arnold Allison:

The book Riders of the Purple Sage will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to
you. The book Riders of the Purple Sage is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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