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Most people could probably tell you that Lizzie Borden "took an axe and gave her mother forty whacks," but
few could say that, when tried, Lizzie Borden was acquitted, and fewer still, why. In Joseph A. Conforti's
engrossing retelling, the case of Lizzie Borden, sensational in itself, also opens a window on a time and place
in American history and culture.

Surprising for how much it reveals about a legend so ostensibly familiar, Conforti's account is also
fascinating for what it tells us about the world that Lizzie Borden inhabited. As Conforti—himself a native of
Fall River, the site of the infamous murders—introduces us to Lizzie and her father and step-mother, he
shows us why who they were matters almost as much to the trial's outcome as the actual events of August 4,
1892. Lizzie, for instance, was an unmarried woman of some privilege, a prominent religious woman who fit
the profile of what some characterized as a "Protestant nun." She was also part of a class of moneyed women
emerging in the late 19th century who had the means but did not marry, choosing instead to pursue good
works and at times careers in the helping professions. Many of her contemporaries, we learn, particularly
those of her class, found it impossible to believe that a woman of her background could commit such a
gruesome murder.

As he relates the details, known and presumed, of the murder and the subsequent trial, Conforti also fills in
that background. His vividly written account creates a complete picture of the Fall River of the time, as
Yankee families like the Bordens, made wealthy by textile factories, began to feel the economic and cultural
pressures of the teeming population of native and foreign-born who worked at the spindles and bobbins.
Conforti situates Lizzie's austere household, uneasily balanced between the well-to-do and the poor, within
this social and cultural milieu—laying the groundwork for the murder and the trial, as well as the outsize
reaction that reverberates to our day. As Peter C. Hoffer remarks in his preface, there are many popular and
fictional accounts of this still-controversial case, "but none so readable or so well-balanced as this."
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From reader reviews:

James Ames:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you this Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Eric Vegas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Marsha Young:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

James Rutledge:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life by this book Lizzie Borden on Trial: Murder, Ethnicity, and Gender
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society). You can more inviting than now.
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