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Early in his career, John Updike announced his affinity with the Christian existentialism of Soren
Kierkegaard, Paul Tillich, Karl Barth, and others. Because of this, many of Updike's critics have interpreted
his work from within a Christian existentialist context. Yet Kierkegaard and Barth provide Updike with
much more than a mere context, for their dialectical thinking serves as the springboard for Updike's own
unique dialectical vision, a complex matrix of ethical precepts, theological beliefs, and aesthetic principles
that governs nearly all of his literary output. Nowhere else in his immense corpus is this vision more clearly
and thoroughly expressed than in his four Rabbit novels, which were gathered into the single volume Rabbit
Angstrom in 1995. However, because Updike's critics have chosen to read the Rabbit novels as discrete,
freestanding texts, they have by and large failed to extract the precepts of this private vision.

In John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy, Marshall Boswell redresses this imbalance by treating the Rabbit
tetralogy as a single, unified "mega-novel." He demonstrates that, taken together as a single work, the four
discrete sections of the tetralogy not only provide a coherent and complete articulation of Updike's unique
existential vision but also compose a unified work of remarkable formal complexity. Boswell brings to
Updike's work the concept of "mastered irony," a term coined by Kierkegaard to describe the presentation of
two legitimate but contradictory sides of an issue. In the Rabbit novels, these issues range from adultery to
drug addiction, from race to redemption, with each issue examined through the refracting lens of Updike's
own ironic method. Boswell shows that although each of the four individual Rabbit novels confirms this
dialectical strategy in a unique way, the completed tetralogy comprises an additional series of dialectical
pairs that sustain, rather than resolve, thematic and formal tension. Ultimately, the structure of the finished
"mega-novel" echoes the work's thematic rationale.

To help readers who are interested in a particular Rabbit novel, Boswell devotes a chapter to each individual
section of the tetralogy. At the same time, he treats each novel as an integral part of the more comprehensive
whole. Honoring the full complexity of Updike's provocative thinking without losing sight of the tetralogy's
popular appeal, John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy makes a valuable addition to the study of Updike's work.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion.

Jared Hoskins:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do
that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need that John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion to read.

Betty Smith:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion
as your daily resource information.

Joanna Bowen:

John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing John Updike's Rabbit
Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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