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Although Calvin Coolidge is widely judged to have been a weak and even an incompetent president, this
study concludes that he was a leader disabled by a crippling emotional breakdown. After an impressive early
career, Coolidge assumed the presidency upon the death of Warren Harding. His promising political career
suffered a major blow, however, with the death of his favorite child, 16-year-old Calvin Jr., in July 1924.
Overwhelmed with grief, Coolidge showed distinct signs of clinical depression. Losing interest in politics, he
served out his term as a broken man. This is the first account of Coolidge's life to compare his behavior
before and after this tragedy, and the first to consider the importance of Coolidge's mental health in his
presidential legacy.

Gilbert carefully documents the dramatic change in Coolidge's leadership style, as well as the changes in his
personal behavior. In his early career, Coolidge worked hard, was progressive, and politically astute. When
he became Vice President in 1921, he impressed the Washington establishment by being strong and activist.
After Harding's death, Coolidge took control of his party, dazzled the press, distanced himself from the
Harding scandals, and showed ability in domestic and foreign policy. His son's death would destroy all of
this. Gilbert documents Coolidge's subsequent dysfunctional behavior, including sadistic tendencies,
rudeness and cruelty to family and aides, and odd interactions with the White House staff.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Parks:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and
Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Tormented President: Calvin
Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Mark Clark:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what type you should start with. This The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical
Depression (Contributions in American History) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Raymond Bryan:

Typically the book The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression
(Contributions in American History) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions in
American History) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Willie Dreher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Tormented President:
Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History).
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