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Cardinal Patrick O'Boyle (1896-1987) is largely remembered as the controversial leader of the Archdiocese
of Washington during its first, formative quarter century. Combining considerable foresight about the
Church's social concerns with a stubborn resistance to innovation, he countered opposition from those who
reviled his progressive stand, especially his steadfast demand for racial equality and support of organized
labor. At the same time he earned the opprobrium of those who resisted his firm support of the magisterium,
in particular his controversial defense of the pope's ban on artificial birth control and his rejection of
liturgical experimentation in the wake of the Second Vatican Council.

Often overlooked is the fact that O'Boyle's Washington years followed a quarter-century participation in the
modernization of the American Church's charity apparatus and the organization of its international relief
effort. Such assignments placed him at the epicenter of the debate over the proper roles of church and state in
providing social services. A product of the Catholic ghettoization of the early twentieth century, he was
expected to lead his Church into fruitful partnerships with government and other organizations in support of
society's most needy.

This engaging biography seeks to explain O'Boyle's apparent contradictions by placing special emphasis on
his formative years as the only child in an immigrant, staunchly pro-labor family in Scranton, Pennsylvania,
and his training as a seminarian and curate in the rigidly traditional Church of his adopted New York. These
influences, combined with his subsequent work with the poor and orphaned, instilled in him a progressive
economic and social outlook as well as a lifetime sympathy for society's neglected. At the same time they
strengthened an unquestioned obedience and loyalty to those in authority that figured so prominently in his
later Washington years, where he came to embody the paradox of simple faith and complex humanity.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Morris J. MacGregor is the author of several books, including A Parish for the Federal City: St. Patrick's in
Washington, 1794-1994 and The Emergence of a Black Catholic Community: St. Augustine's in Washington.

FROM THE BOOK:

"Today there are poor people?too many people?who are really poor, miserably poor. . . . To a great extent
poverty resulted from injustice in the past and it continues to exist because of injustices we have not yet
taken the trouble to end. . . . More important than money are the lives salvaged, the homes and families
preserved, the young given a chance, the aged sheltered and cared for."?Cardinal O'Boyle

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"Steadfast in the Faith is a detailed and accurate picture of a complicated man, placed in the context of his



times. It is both excellent biography and history. Kudos to Morris J. MacGregor for his faithful stewardship
of both disciplines!"?Tracy Dowling, Catholic Standard

"This biography presents a fair, balanced picture of a key bishop at a critical time in the Church who founded
a new diocese, fought for civil rights, responded to Vatican II, and faced dissent over Humanae vitae. It
should be in every Catholic library."?John Shewmaker, Catholic Library World

"This volume, an important addition to any serious library of United States church history, provides an
important window through which to gain an understanding of the many significant transitions which took
place in the national Catholic experience during the twentieth century, an insight into the episcopal world of
that time, and much information on the foundational period of the Archdiocese of Washington. . . .
[H]istorians will be grateful to MacGregor for providing us with this biography."?James Garneau, American
Catholic Studies

"[A] very readab
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Robin:

Here thing why this particular Steadfast in the Faith: The Life of Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Steadfast in the Faith: The Life of Patrick Cardinal
O'Boyle giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Steadfast in the Faith: The Life of Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Steadfast in the Faith: The Life of Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle in e-book can be your option.

David Bolds:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this Steadfast in the Faith: The Life of Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle.

Brenda Robert:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is Steadfast in the Faith: The Life of Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle.

Gretchen Meehan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Steadfast in the Faith: The
Life of Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.
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