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For much of the postwar era, French society had a contradictory view of passenger trains, scorning them as
quaint anachronisms on the one hand, yet also fearing their economic and social impact. All this changed
with the introduction of the famed Train á Grande Vitesse (TGV) between Paris and Lyon in the early 1980s.
In vivid detail, Meunier describes the political, economic, and social factors that both helped and hindered
the development of the world's fastest, most technologically advanced train.

The present-day enthusiasm in France for high-speed rail travel dates only to the successful launch of the
now-famous TGV in 1981. Until now, most published accounts of French high-speed rail have been of a
technical nature and have ignored or minimized the historical, political, economic, and social context.
Historians have been left with detailed descriptions of locomotives and experimental test runs, but there has
been scant information cercerning why the machines were built and why the tests were carried out in the first
place. This book is the first full-length treatment of high-speed rail travel and the bibliography is one of the
most complete on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

The book On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV, 1944-1983 gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If
you can make reading a book On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV,
1944-1983 to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book On
the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV, 1944-1983. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Joel Faulkner:

The publication with title On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV,
1944-1983 posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Mildred Brummett:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV, 1944-1983 your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization
and the Origins of the TGV, 1944-1983 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Doris Whobrey:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,



in addition to soon. The On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV,
1944-1983 will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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