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"Americans came to fight the Civil War in the midst of awider cultural world that sent them messages about
death that made it easier to kill and to be killed. They understood that death awaited all who were born and
prized the ability to face death with a spirit of calm resignation. They believed that a heavenly eternity of
transcendent beauty awaited them beyond the grave. They knew that their heroic achievements would be
cherished forever by posterity. They grasped that death itself might be seen as artistically fascinating and
even beautiful."?from Awaiting the Heavenly Country

How much loss can a nation bear? An Americain which 620,000 men die at each other's handsin awar at
home is almost inconceivable to us now, yet in 1861 American mothers proudly watched their sons,
husbands, and fathers go off to war, knowing they would likely be killed. Today, the death of asoldier in
Irag can become headline news; during the Civil War, sometimes families did not learn of their loved ones
deaths until long after the fact. Did antebellum Americans hold their lives so lightly, or was death so familiar
to them that it did not bear avoiding?

In Awaiting the Heavenly Country, Mark S. Schantz argues that American attitudes and ideas about death
helped facilitate the war's tremendous carnage. Asserting that nineteenth-century attitudes toward death were
firmly in place before the war began rather than arising from a sense of resignation after the losses became
apparent, Schantz has written a fascinating and chilling narrative of how a society understood death and
reckoned the magnitude of destruction it waswilling to tolerate.

Schantz addresses topics such as the pervasiveness of death in the culture of antebellum America; theological
discourse and debate on the nature of heaven and the afterlife; the rural cemetery movement and the
inheritance of the Greek revival; death as amajor topic in American poetry; African American notions of
death, davery, and citizenship; and atreatment of the art of death?including memorial lithographs,
postmortem photography and Rembrandt Peale's major exhibition painting The Court of Death. Awaiting the
Heavenly Country is essential reading for anyone wanting a deeper understanding of the Civil War and the
ways in which antebellum Americans comprehended death and the unimaginable bloodshed on the horizon.
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From reader reviews:
Bar bara Goodman:

The experience that you get from Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of
Death is the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The
Civil War and America's Culture of Death giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this kind of Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and
Americas Culture of Death instantly.

Bethany Eng:

Reading areserve tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days aways try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of themisthis
Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death.

Caroline Gonzalez:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may aso bring us to around the world.
Through the book Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book.
Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book
Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death. Y ou can more pleasing than
now.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.



Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death when
you essential it?
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