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"With Aesthetic Reason, Alan Singer makes a significant and unique contribution to the debate about the
ethical significance of art and aesthetic experience. . . . On every front, SingerÂ’s book offers fresh
perspectives on aesthetic experience that require attention from philosophers, historians, and critics of
literature and art."Â—Gregg M. Horowitz, Vanderbilt University

In recent years the category of the aesthetic has been judged inadequate to the tasks of literary criticism. It
has been attacked for promoting class-based ideologies of distinction, for cultivating political apathy, and for
indulging irrational sensuous decadence. Aesthetic Reason reexamines the history of aesthetic theorizing that
has led to this critical alienation from works of art and proposes an alternative view. The book is a defense of
the relevance and usefulness of the aesthetic as a cognitive resource of human experience. It challenges the
contemporary critical tendency to treat aesthetic value as separate from the realms of human agency and
sociopolitical change.

The argument unfolds through a review of the cognitivist traditions in post-Enlightenment aesthetic theory
and through SingerÂ’s own articulation of a model of ethical subjectivity that is derived from the Greek
concept of akrasia, which recognizes the intrinsic fallibility of human action. His focus on akratic
subjectivity is aimed at revealing how the artwork has the potential to enhance human development by
cultivating habits of self-transformation. Along these lines, he shows that the aesthetic has affinities with the
logic of reversal/recognition in Greek tragedy and with theories of subject formation based on intersubjective
recognition. The marking of these affinities sets up a discussion of how the aesthetic can serve protocols of
rational choice-making. Within this perspective, aesthetic practice is revealed to be a meaningful social
enterprise rather than an effete refuge from the conflicts of social existence.

The theoretical scope of the book encompasses arguments by Plato, Aristotle, Nietzsche, Kant, Hegel,
Adorno, Lyotard, Bourdieu, Derrida, Althusser, and Nancy. SingerÂ’s exposition of "akratic subjectivity" is
advanced through readings of literary texts by Sophocles, Melville, Beckett, Joyce, and Faulkner as well as
visual texts by Caravaggio, Cindy Sherman, Barbara Kruger, and Gerhard Richter.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos
(Literature and Philosophy).

Nancy Tandy:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the
Deliberative Ethos (Literature and Philosophy) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Donofrio:

The reason why? Because this Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos (Literature and
Philosophy) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Joseph Moody:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos
(Literature and Philosophy) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Aesthetic Reason: Artworks and the Deliberative Ethos (Literature and Philosophy) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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