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Walt Whitman’s now-famous maxim about “containing the multitudes” has often been understood as a
metaphor for the democratizing impulses of the young American nation. But did these impulses extend
across the color line? Early in his career, especially in the manuscripts leading up to the first edition of
Leaves of Grass, the poet espoused a rather progressive outlook on race relations within the United States.
However, as time passed, he steered away from issues of race and blackness altogether. These changing
depictions and representations of African Americans in the poetic space of Leaves of Grass and Whitman’s
other writings complicate his attempts to fully contain all of America’s subject-citizens within the national
imaginary. As alluring as “containing the multitudes” might prove to be, African American poets and writers
have been equally vexed by and attracted to Whitman’s acknowledgment of the promise and contradictions
of the United States and their place within it.

Whitman Noir: Black America and the Good Gray Poet explores the meaning of blacks and blackness in
Whitman’s imagination and, equally significant, also illuminates the aura of Whitman in African American
letters from Langston Hughes to June Jordan, Margaret Walker to Yusef Komunyakaa. The essays, which
feature academic scholars and poets alike, address questions of literary history, the textual interplay between
author and narrator, and race and poetic influence. The volume as a whole reveals the mutual engagement
with a matrix of shared ideas, contradictions, and languages to expose how Whitman influenced African
American literary production as well as how African American Studies brings to bear new questions and
concerns for evaluating Whitman.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Martinez:

The e-book untitled Whitman Noir: Black America and the Good Gray Poet (Iowa Whitman Series) is the
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Whitman Noir: Black America and the Good Gray Poet (Iowa
Whitman Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Tamara Evans:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Whitman Noir: Black America and the Good Gray Poet (Iowa Whitman Series) your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Whitman Noir: Black America and the Good Gray Poet (Iowa
Whitman Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Tamica Harris:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Whitman Noir: Black America and the
Good Gray Poet (Iowa Whitman Series) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Bonnie Camacho:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Whitman Noir: Black America and the
Good Gray Poet (Iowa Whitman Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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