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The "Golden Age" of opera-going in Russia, from the 1840s through the 1880s, coincided with the
flourishing of Russian prose realism. During this period, opera and literature exerted a reciprocal influence
on one another, each adopting and providing a new context for the other's artistic conventions. Opera
permeated the culture of the drawing room so often depicted in literature, and literature simultaneously
discovered the opera theater. The relationship between these two artistic genres inspired the use of
performative models and conventions in Russian literary art, and led to the interpolation of specific operatic
subtexts into literature and life.

To many, these genres were antithetical, since opera historically aimed for the high stylistic register, and
prose fiction experimented with the low. But the author shows that the attempt to translate opera into prosaic
contemporary lives was characteristic of nineteenth-century Russia, since literature provided an alternative
cultural theater in Russia to which the opera theater was analogous and parallel. As contested and self-
regarding social space, the opera theater offered its visitors a rare public forum. The reception of opera as an
art form in Russia resembles the impact of the early cinema on Russian audiences in the early twentieth
century, since opera and film both brought about an aesthetic reconfiguring of social space.

This book treats opera-going in imperial Russia from multiple perspectives, and discusses such canonical
works as Tolstoy's Anna Karenina and Goncharov's Oblomov, major operatic works including Tchaikovsky's
Eugene Onegin and Verdi's La Traviata, the impact of Western opera in Russia and the Russian-style prima
donna. The book engages with poems, sketches, feuilletons, stories, and rarely-discussed Russian novels, as
well as non-fictional reminiscences, reviews, and visual images. Throughout, the book is enriched with
examples and anecdotes about performers, spectators, and critics, and reception histories of specific operatic
works.
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in
Imperial Russia. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book The Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Elisa Hall:

This The Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This The Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia without we realize teach the
one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Literary
Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia having very good arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Melvin Smith:

This The Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Literary
Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Christopher Decker:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is The Literary Lorgnette: Attending Opera in Imperial Russia. This book which is



qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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