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H. Arnold Barton investigates Norwegian political and cultural influences in Sweden during the period of the
Swedish-Norwegian dynastic union from 1814 to 1905.

            

Although closely related in origins, indigenous culture, language, and religion, Sweden and Norway had very
different histories, resulting in strongly contrasting societies and forms of government before 1814. After a
proud medieval past, Norway had come under the Danish crown in the fourteenth century and had been
reduced to virtually a Danish province by the sixteenth.

            

In 1814, as a spin-off of the Napoleonic Wars, Denmark relinquished Norway, which became a separate
kingdom, dynastically united with Sweden with its own government under a constitution independently
framed that year. Disputes during the next ninety-one years caused Norway unilaterally to dissolve the tie.

            

Seeing the union a failure, most historians have concentrated on its conflicts. Barton, however, examines the
impact of the union on internal developments, particularly in Sweden. Prior to 1814, Norway, unlike
Sweden, had no constitution and only the rudiments of higher culture, yet paradoxically, Norway exerted a
greater direct influence on Sweden than vice versa.

            

Reflecting a society lacking a native nobility, Norway’s 1814 constitution was—with the exception of that of
the United States—the most democratic in the world. It became the guiding star of Swedish liberals and
radicals striving to reform the antiquated system of representation in their parliament. Norway’s cultural void
was filled with a stellar array of artists, writers, and musicians, led by Bjørnsjerne Børnson, Henrik Ibsen,
and Edvard Grieg. From the 1850s through the late 1880s, this wave of Norwegian creativity had an
immense impact on literature, art, and music in Sweden. By the 1880s, however, August Strindberg led a
revolt against an exaggerated “Norvegomania” in Sweden. Barton sees this reaction as a fundamental
inspiration to Sweden’s intense search for its own cultural character in the highly creative Swedish National
Romanticism of the 1890s and early twentieth century.

 

Thirty-three illustrations of art and architecture enhance Sweden and Visions of Norway.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

The book Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics and Culture 1814-1905 gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading through a book Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics and Culture 1814-1905 for being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Sweden and Visions of Norway:
Politics and Culture 1814-1905. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Virginia Mack:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics and Culture 1814-1905 book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics and Culture 1814-1905 content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics
and Culture 1814-1905 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Allen Reilley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics and Culture
1814-1905 can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Wilma Hogan:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Sweden and Visions of Norway: Politics and Culture 1814-1905 was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you



wanted.
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