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Protest songs are united by the fact they all have something to say, something to dispute, or something to rile
against, whether it be political, social, or personal. Story Behind the Protest Song features 50 of the most
influential musical protests and statements recorded to date, providing pop-culture viewpoints on some of the
most tumultuous times in modern history. Among the featured: songs about the Vietnam War, the civil rights
movement, the most recent upheaval over policy in the Middle East, as well as teenage rebellion, animal
rights, criticisms of mass media, and even protest songs that lambaste other protest songs.

This indispensable guide tackles it all: the behind-the-scenes stories of the most influential protest songs in
American popular culture, examining the subjects they address, the legacy they left, and the fabric of the
songs themselves. Chronically arranged entries cover nearly 70 years of music and offer an expansive range
of genres, including rock, punk, pop, soul, hip-hop, country, folk, indie, heavy metal, and more.

Each entry discusses the songwriter(s); the inspiration behind the song; and the social, cultural, and political
context in which the song was released. Following a detailed musical and lyrical analysis, the entries explain
the songs' impact and relevance today. Among the featured:

• The Unknown Soldier (The Doors)

• Masters of War (Bob Dylan)

• Say It Loud-I'm Black and I'm Proud (James Brown)

• Get Up, Stand Up (The Wailers)

• Big Yellow Taxi (Joni Mitchell)

• Their Law (Prodigy)

• American Idiot (Green Day)

• Sweet Home Alabama (Lynrd Skynrd)

• Born in the USA (Bruce Springsteen)

• Southern Man (Neil Young)

Entries are accompanied by further readings and a select discographies as well as a comprehensive resource
guide at the end of the book. A must-read for students of music, history, and politics, this volume offers a
unique reflection on the most significant and moving protest songs in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Story behind the Protest Song: A Reference Guide to the 50 Songs That Changed the 20th Century,
you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a book.

Ellen Jorge:

The reason why? Because this Story behind the Protest Song: A Reference Guide to the 50 Songs That
Changed the 20th Century is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Edna Brooks:

The book untitled Story behind the Protest Song: A Reference Guide to the 50 Songs That Changed the 20th
Century contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice study.

Penny Stout:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Story behind the Protest Song: A Reference Guide to the 50 Songs That
Changed the 20th Century was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If



you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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