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Winner of an Outstanding Academic Title Award from CHOICE Magazine

Most available cryptology books primarily focus on either mathematics or history. Breaking this mold,
Secret History: The Story of Cryptology gives a thorough yet accessible treatment of both the mathematics
and history of cryptology. Requiring minimal mathematical prerequisites, the book presents the mathematics
in sufficient detail and weaves the history throughout the chapters. In addition to the fascinating historical
and political sides of cryptology, the author?a former Scholar-in-Residence at the U.S. National Security
Agency (NSA) Center for Cryptologic History?includes interesting instances of codes and ciphers in crime,
literature, music, and art.

Following a mainly chronological development of concepts, the book focuses on classical cryptology in the
first part. It covers Greek and Viking cryptography, the Vigenère cipher, the one-time pad, transposition
ciphers, Jefferson’s cipher wheel, the Playfair cipher, ADFGX, matrix encryption, World War II cipher
systems (including a detailed examination of Enigma), and many other classical methods introduced before
World War II.

The second part of the book examines modern cryptology. The author looks at the work of Claude Shannon
and the origin and current status of the NSA, including some of its Suite B algorithms such as elliptic curve
cryptography and the Advanced Encryption Standard. He also details the controversy that surrounded the
Data Encryption Standard and the early years of public key cryptography. The book not only provides the
how-to of the Diffie-Hellman key exchange and RSA algorithm, but also covers many attacks on the latter.
Additionally, it discusses Elgamal, digital signatures, PGP, and stream ciphers and explores future directions
such as quantum cryptography and DNA computing.

With numerous real-world examples and extensive references, this book skillfully balances the historical
aspects of cryptology with its mathematical details. It provides readers with a sound foundation in this
dynamic field.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

The book Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) for
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide Secret
History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tessie Springfield:

Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) although doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Ames:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Secret History: The Story of Cryptology
(Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rochelle Barrick:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their passion.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its
Applications) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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