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With playfulness and a large dose of wit, Robert Merton traces the origin of Newton's aphorism, "If I have
seen farther, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants." Using as a model the discursive and digressive
style of Sterne's Tristram Shandy, Merton presents a whimsical yet scholarly work which deals with the
questions of creativity, tradition, plagiarism, the transmission of knowledge, and the concept of progress.

"This book is the delightful apotheosis of donmanship: Merton parodies scholarliness while being faultlessly
scholarly; he scourges pedantry while brandishing his own abstruse learning on every page. The most
recondite and obscure scholarly squabbles are transmuted into the material of comedy as the ostensible
subject is shouldered to one side by yet another hobby horse from Merton's densely populated stable. He has
created a jeu d'esprit which is profoundly suggestive both in detail and as a whole."—Sean French, Times
Literary Supplement
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Pacheco:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean
Postscript had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript is
not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book On the
Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Emilio Lutz:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean
Postscript is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Douglas Holmes:

This book untitled On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Jose Enriquez:

Beside this specific On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from
today!
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