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“In a groundbreaking work, Breaking Rules (1987), John F. Fanselow suggested that one way of developing
is to break our own rules and see what happens. If we normally teach one way, in other words, we should try
teaching in the opposite way and see what effect it has. If we normally move around the class all the time,
perhaps we should see what happens if we spend the whole lesson sitting in the same place. The results may
be surprising but will never be less than interesting. . . . We need to have confidence and enthusiasm for
investigation and discovery.” (Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, 4th Edition,
2007, Longman) “As John Fanselow observes in his undeservedly little-known book, Breaking Rules, we
tend to operate within a rather narrow range most of the time. The rules of the classroom game are
remarkably stable. (9) In this paper, I shall argue that our teaching can benefit from a greater measure of
diversity. . . . Yet, despite this rich array of human diversity (reflected by recent research in multiple
intelligences, learning styles, right-left brain dominance, etc.) Fanselow’s observation remains all too often
true: we do operate within a rather range, and the rules (overt or covert) are remarkably stable. . . . For
teachers, diversity has the potential to . . . enable them to discover things about themselves, their students and
the process, which would otherwise remain unnoticed. ‘ . . . each rule we break provides us with another
alternative rule that is self-generated and tests the validity of our preconceived notions.’ (Fanselow, 6) If we
never try anything different, however small, we never find out how it might have changed things. [Those
who believe diversity is] a constantly self-renewing source of opportunity can find support [in] the already-
mentioned, little-known, but hugely influential Breaking Rules, which advocates ‘doing the opposite’ as a
heuristic for finding ways of doing old things. This has been more recently followed up by his Contrasting
Conversations (Fanselow, 1992). A heuristic is a ‘rule of thumb’ (If I do this, what will happen?)
[Fanselow’s idea of trying the opposite] . . . is highly generative of new ideas. . . . Fanselow’s point, which is
worth thinking about, is that if we never try an alternative way of doing things, we never know what might
have happened! Heuristics are a handy way of trying new ways of doing things. Fanselow argues that it is
only by systematically breaking the unwritten rules (or habits) in our classrooms that we can discover new
and possibly better ways of doing things. This is indeed a powerful heuristic, and highly generative of new
ideas—some of them worth holding on to. It is interesting to note that the ‘Designer Methods’ of the 1970’s
and 80’s derived much of their power and innovative thrust from the application of this heuristic. I do not, of
course, wish to suggest that they all read Fanselow and consciously applied this heuristic, but retrospectively
we can see that their procedures derive from the ‘do the opposite’ injunction [from Fanselow’s Breaking
Rules.]” (Alan Maley, “Where do new ideas come from?”, 2005 & 2010) 2005/2010
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Breaking Rules: Generating and exploring alternatives in
language teaching. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Breaking Rules: Generating and exploring alternatives in language teaching. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's read.

Edith Macklin:

This book untitled Breaking Rules: Generating and exploring alternatives in language teaching to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Penny Laughlin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Breaking Rules:
Generating and exploring alternatives in language teaching.

Jerry Bonner:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Breaking Rules: Generating and
exploring alternatives in language teaching to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Breaking Rules: Generating and exploring
alternatives in language teaching can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of their time.
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