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Women in Victorian England wore jewelry made from each other's hair and wrote poems celebrating
decades of friendship. They pored over magazines that described the dangerous pleasures of corporal
punishment. A few had sexual relationships with each other, exchanged rings and vows, willed each other
property, and lived together in long-term partnerships described as marriages. But, as Sharon Marcus shows,
these women were not seen as gender outlaws. Their desires were fanned by consumer culture, and their
friendships and unions were accepted and even encouraged by family, society, and church. Far from being
sexless angels defined only by male desires, Victorian women openly enjoyed looking at and even
dominating other women. Their friendships helped realize the ideal of companionate love between men and
women celebrated by novels, and their unions influenced politicians and social thinkers to reform marriage
law.

Through a close examination of literature, memoirs, letters, domestic magazines, and political debates,
Marcus reveals how relationships between women were a crucial component of femininity. Deeply
researched, powerfully argued, and filled with original readings of familiar and surprising sources, Between
Women overturns everything we thought we knew about Victorian women and the history of marriage and
family life. It offers a new paradigm for theorizing gender and sexuality--not just in the Victorian period, but
in our own.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and
Marriage in Victorian England. Try to the actual book Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in
Victorian England as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Kathryn Richardson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England book
is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Between Women: Friendship,
Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Cristen Washington:

The guide untitled Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marian Knight:

Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Between Women: Friendship,
Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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