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An essential work for rock fans and scholars, Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock ‘n’ Roll surveys the
origins of rock ’n’ roll from the minstrel era to the emergence of Bill Haley and Elvis Presley. Unlike other
histories of rock, Before Elvis offers a far broader and deeper analysis of the influences on rock music.
Dispelling common misconceptions, it examines rock’s origins in hokum songs and big-band boogies as well
as Delta blues, detailing the embrace by white artists of African-American styles long before rock ’n’ roll
appeared. This unique study ranges far and wide, highlighting not only the contributions of obscure but key
precursors like Hardrock Gunter and Sam Theard but also the influence of celebrity performers like Gene
Autry and Ella Fitzgerald.

Too often, rock historians treat the genesis of rock ’n’ roll as a bolt from the blue, an overnight revolution
provoked by the bland pop music that immediately preceded it and created through the white appropriation
of music till then played only by and for black audiences. In Before Elvis, Birnbaum daringly argues a more
complicated history of rock’s evolution from a heady mix of ragtime, boogie-woogie, swing, country music,
mainstream pop, and rhythm-and-blues—a melange that influenced one another along the way, from the
absorption of blues and boogies into jazz and pop to the integration of country and Caribbean music into
rhythm-and-blues.

Written in an easy style, Before Elvis presents a bold argument about rock’s origins and required reading for
fans and scholars of rock ’n’ roll history.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Milbourn:

The book Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Before Elvis: The
Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like wide open and read a guide Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Adam Youngblood:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll, you
could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Daniel Bailey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Miguel Lynch:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n'
Roll can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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