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A mind-expanding and myth-destroying exploration of notions of white race?not merely a skin color
but also a signal of power, prestige, and beauty to be withheld and granted selectively

Ever since the Enlightenment, race theory and its inevitable partner, racism, have followed a crooked road,
constructed by dominant peoples to justify their domination of others. Filling a huge gap in historical
literature that long focused on the non-white, eminent historian Nell Irvin Painter guides us through more
than two thousand years of Western civilization, tracing not only the invention of the idea of race but also the
frequent worship of “whiteness” for economic, social, scientific, and political ends.

Our story begins in Greek and Roman antiquity, where the concept of race did not exist, only geography and
the opportunity to conquer and enslave others. Not until the eighteenth century did an obsession with
whiteness flourish, with the German invention of the notion of Caucasian beauty. This theory made northern
Europeans into “Saxons,” “Anglo-Saxons,” and “Teutons,” envisioned as uniquely handsome natural rulers.

Here was a worldview congenial to northern Europeans bent on empire. There followed an explosion of
theories of race, now focusing on racial temperament as well as skin color. Spread by such intellectuals as
Madame de Stael and Thomas Carlyle, white race theory soon reached North America with a vengeance. Its
chief spokesman, Ralph Waldo Emerson, did the most to label Anglo-Saxons?icons of beauty and virtue?as
the only true Americans. It was an ideal that excluded not only blacks but also all ethnic groups not of
Protestant, northern European background. The Irish and Native Americans were out and, later, so were the
Chinese, Jews, Italians, Slavs, and Greeks?all deemed racially alien. Did immigrations threaten the very
existence of America? Americans were assumed to be white, but who among poor immigrants could become
truly American? A tortured and convoluted series of scientific explorations developed?theories intended to
keep Anglo-Saxons at the top: the ever-popular measurement of skulls, the powerful eugenics movement,
and highly biased intelligence tests?all designed to keep working people out and down.

As Painter reveals, power?supported by economics, science, and politics?continued to drive exclusionary
notions of whiteness until, deep into the twentieth century, political realities enlarged the category of truly
American.

A story filled with towering historical figures, The History of White People forcefully reminds us that the
concept of one white race is a recent invention. The meaning, importance, and realty of this all-too-human
thesis of race have buckled under the weight of a long and rich unfolding of events. 70 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The History of White
People is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mark Spears:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this The History of White People.

Jose Tiernan:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The History of White People, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Katie Jones:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. The History of White People can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short
spare time problems.
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