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Not since Bruno Bettelheim's The Uses of Enchantment has ther e been such an illuminating
contribution to theworld of children'sfairy tales.

The Annotated Classic Fairy Talesis aremarkable treasure trove, awork that celebrates the best-loved tales
of childhood and presents them through the vision of Maria Tatar, aleading authority in thefield of folklore
and children's literature. Into the woods with Little Red Riding Hood, up the beanstalk with Jack, and down
through the depths of the ocean with the Little Mermaid, this volume takes us through many of the familiar
paths of our folkloric heritage. Gathering together twenty-five of our most cherished fairy tales, including
enduring classics like "Beauty and the Beast," "Jack and the Beanstalk,” " ," and "Bluebead," Tatar expertly
guides readers through the stories, exploring their historical origins, their cultural complexities, and their
psychological effects. Offering new tranglations of the non-English stories by the likes of Hans Christian
Andersen, Brothers Grimm, or Charles Perrault, Tatar captures the rhythms of oral storytelling and, with an
extraordinary collection of over 300 often rare, mostly four-color paintings and drawings by celebrated
illustrators such as Gustave Doré, George Cruikshank, and Maxfield Parrish, she expands our literary and
visual sensibilities. As Tatar shows, few of us are aware of how profoundly fairy tales have influenced our
culture. Disseminated across awide variety of historical and contemporary media ranging from opera and
dramato cinema and advertising, they constitute a vital part of our storytelling capital. What has kept them
alive over the centuries is exactly what keeps life pulsing with vitality and variety: anxieties, fears, desires,
romance, passion, and love. Up close and personal, fairy talestell us about the quest for romance and riches,
for power and privilege, and, most importantly, they show us away out of the woods back to the safety and
security of home. Challenging the notion that fairy tales should be read for their moral values and used to
make good citizens of little children, Tatar demonstrates throughout how fairy tales can be seen as models
for navigating reality, helping children to develop the wit and courage needed to survivein aworld ruled by
adults. This volume seeks to reclaim this powerful cultural legacy, presenting the stories that we all think we
know while at the same time providing the historical contexts that unlock the mysteries of the tales. The
Annotated Classic Fairy Talesis avolume that will rank as one of the finest fairy tale collections in many
decades, a provocative and original work to be treasured by students, parents, and children. Over 300 often
rare, mostly four-color paintings and drawings by celebrated illustrators
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From reader reviews:
LorisBeal:

The actual book The Annotated Classic Fairy Taleswill bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Annotated Classic Fairy Talesis much recommended to
you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carol Johnson:

The publication with title The Annotated Classic Fairy Tales has lot of information that you can study it. Y ou
can get alot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Maria lves;

This The Annotated Classic Fairy Talesis great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Annotated Classic
Fairy Talesin your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve aready do that. So ,
thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Sandra Jordon:

Y ou could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Annotated Classic Fairy Talesis
simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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