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Called the "mother of beauty" by Wallace Stevens, death has been perhaps the favorite muse of modern
poets. From Langston Hughes's lynch poems to Sylvia Plath's father elegies, modern poetry has tried to find
a language of mourning in an age of mass death, religious doubt, and forgotten ritual. For this reason, Jahan
Ramazani argues, the elegy, one of the most ancient of poetic genres, has remained one of the most vital to
modern poets.

Through subtle readings of elegies, self-elegies, war poems, and the blues, Ramazani greatly enriches our
critical understanding of a wide range of poets, including Thomas Hardy, Wilfred Owen, Wallace Stevens,
Langston Hughes, W. H. Auden, Sylvia Plath, and Seamus Heaney. He also interprets the signal
contributions to the American family elegy of Robert Lowell, Allen Ginsberg, Anne Sexton, John Berryman,
Adrienne Rich, Michael Harper, and Amy Clampitt. Finally, he suggests analogies between the elegy and
other kinds of contemporary mourning art—in particular, the AIDS Memorial Quilt and the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.

Grounded in genre theory and in the psychoanalysis of mourning, Ramazani's readings also draw on various
historical, formal, and feminist critical approaches. This book will be of interest to anyone concerned with
the psychology of mourning or the history of modern poetry.

"Consists of full, intelligent and lucid exposition and close reading. . . . Poetry of Mourning is itself a
welcome contribution to modern poetry's search for a 'resonant yet credible vocabulary of grief in our
time."—Times Literary Supplement
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

The book Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Poetry of
Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney to become your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a reserve Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to
Heaney. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Patrick Richards:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy
to Heaney it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Clara Demoss:

Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Poetry of
Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney although doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Daniel Downey:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy
from Hardy to Heaney which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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