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Gracefully sweeping through the dramatic life of the woman behind history's most legendary monster,
Miranda Seymour unbuttons a world of brilliant literary figures in Mary Shelley and re-creates the
imaginative time in which Frankenstein was born. The itinerant life of Mary Shelley began when she escaped
the continent at age sixteen with her husband, the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, her reputation in ruins. With
Mary's stepsister Claire Clairmont in tow, they traveled from England to Switzerland to stifling Italy in the
summer. In 1816 they rented a villa near Lord Byron's on Lake Geneva where, in a famous night of eerie
thunderstorms, they told ghost stories and tales of horror. From that night emerged the idea of Frankenstein,
a monster who has haunted imaginations for nearly two hundred years. His creator was an eighteen-year-old
girl. But tragedy shadowed her; she came to lose three of her four children in infancy and when she was
twenty-four, Shelley drowned off the coast of Italy. After his death she moved back to England with her only
remaining child, Percy. Though Frankenstein later became a success, the world she returned to was bleak and
impoverished, and she was reduced to hack writing to make ends meet. The Mary we meet here, brilliantly
brought to life by Seymour from previously unexplored sources, is flawed, brave, generous, and impetuous.
As Jackie Wullschlager of The Financial Times (London) said, "Mary Shelley is the most dazzling biography
of a female writer to have come my way for a decade."
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From reader reviews:

Francis Mason:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Mary Shelley.

Grace Godwin:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Mary Shelley will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Gerald Patton:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this Mary Shelley to read.

Nancy Lundy:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Mary Shelley can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short
time problems.
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