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This book provides afull, contextual study of St Irenaeus of Lyons, the first great theologian of the Christian
tradition. John Behr sets Irenaeus both within his own context of the second century, a fundamental period
for the formation of Christian identity, elaborating the distinction between orthodoxy and heresy and
expounding a comprehensive theological vision, and also within our own contemporary context, in which
these issues are very much alive again. Against the commonly-held position that ‘orthodoxy' was established
by excluding others, the 'heretics, Behr argues that it was the self-chosen separation of the heretics that
provided the occasion for those who remained together to clarify the lineaments of their faith in a church that
was catholic by virtue of embracing different voices in a symphony of many voices and whose chief architect
was Irenaeus, who, as befits his name, urged peace and toleration.

The first chapter explores Irenaeus background in AsiaMinor, as a disciple of Polycarp of Smyrna, his
activity in Gaul, and his involvement with the Christian communities in Rome. The theological and
ingtitutional significance of hisinterventionsis made clear by tracing the coalescence of the initialy
fractionated communities in Rome into a united body over the first two centuries.

The second chapter provides afull examination of Irenaeus surviving writings, concentrating especialy on
the literary and rhetorical structure of his five books Against the Heresies, his 'refutation and overthrowal' of
his opponents in the first two books, and his establishing a framework for articulating orthodoxy.

Thefinal chapter explores the theological vision of Irenaeus itself, on its own terms rather than the categories
of later dogmatic theology, grounded in an apostolic reading of Scripture and presenting a vibrant and
vigorous account of the diachronic and synchronic economy or plan of God, seen through the work of Christ
which reveals how the Hands of God have been at work from the beginning, fashioning the creature, made
from mud and animated with a breath of life, into his own image and likeness, vivified by the Holy Spirit, to
become a 'living human being, the glory of God'.
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From reader reviews:
John Richardson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Irenaeus of Lyons:
Identifying Christianity (Christian Theology in Context)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. Y ou realize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

William Rocha;

Here thing why that Irenaeus of Lyons: Identifying Christianity (Christian Theology in Context) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content than
it which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not. Irenaeus of Lyons: Identifying Christianity (Christian
Theology in Context) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Irenaeus of Lyons:. Identifying Christianity (Christian Theology in
Context). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Irenaeus of Lyons: Identifying Christianity (Christian Theology in Context) in e-
book can be your alternative.

Willodean Samples:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us nhovel, comics, and
soon. The Irenaeus of Lyons: Identifying Christianity (Christian Theology in Context) provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Millie Goodman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book way, more smple and reachable. Thiskind of Irenaeus of Lyons: Identifying Christianity (Christian
Theology in Context) can give you alot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et me have Irenaeus of



Lyons: Identifying Christianity (Christian Theology in Context).
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