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Robert Allen's compelling book examines burlesque not only as popular entertainment but also as a complex
and transforming cultural phenomenon. When Lydia Thompson and her controversial female troupe of
"British Blondes" brought modern burlesque to the United States in 1868, the result was electric. Their
impertinent humor, streetwise manner, and provocative parodies of masculinity brought them enormous
popular success--and the condemnation of critics, cultural commentators, and even women's rights
campaigners.
Burlesque was a cultural threat, Allen argues, because it inverted the "normal" world of middle-class social
relations and transgressed norms of "proper" feminine behavior and appearance. Initially playing to
respectable middle-class audiences, burlesque was quickly relegated to the shadow-world of working-class
male leisure. In this process the burlesque performer "lost" her voice, as burlesque increasingly revolved
around the display of her body.
Locating burlesque within the context of both the social transformation of American theater and its patterns
of gender representation, Allen concludes that burlesque represents a fascinating example of the potential
transgressiveness of popular entertainment forms, as well as the strategies by which they have been
contained and their threats defused.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

Here thing why this specific Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque
and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Horrible Prettiness:
Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Horrible Prettiness:
Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) in e-book can be your alternate.

Ricardo Hamilton:

The book Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Horrible
Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Anne Hernandez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural
Studies of the United States) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Gary Wilson:

Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm



resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial pondering.
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