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Allen J. Frantzen challenges the long accepted view that the early Middle Ages tolerated and even fostered
same-sex relations and that intolerance of homosexuality developed only late in the medieval period.
Frantzen shows that in early medieval Europe, the Church did not tolerate same-sex acts, in fact it was an age
before people recognized the existence—or the possibility—of the "closet."

With its ambitious scope and elegant style, Before the Closet sets same-sex relations in Anglo-Saxon sources
in relation to the sexual themes of contemporary opera, dance, and theatre. Frantzen offers a comprehensive
analysis of sources from the seventh to the twelfth century and traces Anglo-Saxon same-sex behavior
through the age of Chaucer and into the Renaissance.

"Frantzen's marvelous book . . . opens up a world most readers will never have even known was there. It's a
difficult topic, but Frantzen's comprehensive, readable and even wryly funny treatment makes this an
unexpected pleasure."—Publishers Weekly, starred review
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Navarro:

This Before the Closet: Same-Sex Love from "Beowulf" to "Angels in America" is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Before the Closet: Same-Sex Love from "Beowulf" to "Angels in America" in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Floretta Simmons:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Before the Closet: Same-Sex Love from "Beowulf" to "Angels in America" will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Zachary Connors:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Before the Closet: Same-Sex Love from "Beowulf"
to "Angels in America" can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Before the Closet:
Same-Sex Love from "Beowulf" to "Angels in America".

Sandra Lynn:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Before the Closet: Same-Sex Love from "Beowulf" to "Angels in America" we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
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