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That to biographical writings we are indebted for the greatest and best field in which to study mankind, or
human nature, is a fact duly appreciated by a well-informed community. In them we can trace the effects of
mental operations to their proper sources; and by comparing our own composition with that of those who
have excelled in virtue, or with that of those who have been sunk in the lowest depths of folly and vice, we
are enabled to select a plan of life that will at least afford self-satisfaction, and guide us through the world in
paths of morality.

Without a knowledge of the lives of the vile and abandoned, we should be wholly incompetent to set an
appropriate value upon the charms, the excellence and the worth of those principles which have produced the
finest traits in the character of the most virtuous.

Biography is a telescope of life, through which we can see the extremes and excesses of the varied properties
of the human heart. Wisdom and folly, refinement and vulgarity, love and hatred, tenderness and cruelty,
happiness and misery, piety and infidelity, commingled with every other cardinal virtue or vice, are to be
seen on the variegated pages of the history of human events, and are eminently deserving the attention of
those who would learn to walk in the "paths of peace."

The brazen statue and the sculptured marble, can commemorate the greatness of heroes, statesmen,
philosophers, and blood-stained conquerors, who have risen to the zenith of human glory and popularity,
under the influence of the mild sun of prosperity: but it is the faithful page of biography that transmits to
future generations the poverty, pain, wrong, hunger, wretchedness and torment, and every nameless misery
that has been endured by those who have lived in obscurity, and groped their lonely way through a long
series of unpropitious events, with but little help besides the light of nature. While the gilded monument
displays in brightest colors the vanity of pomp, and the emptiness of nominal greatness, the biographical
page, that lives in every line, is giving lessons of fortitude in time of danger, patience in suffering, hope in
distress, invention in necessity, and resignation to unavoidable evils. Here also may be learned, pity for the
bereaved, benevolence for the destitute, and compassion for the helpless; and at the same time all the
sympathies of the soul will be naturally excited to sigh at the unfavorable result, or to smile at the fortunate
relief.

In the great inexplicable chain which forms the circle of human events, each individual link is placed on a
level with the others, and performs an equal task; but, as the world is partial, it is the situation that attracts
the attention of mankind, and excites the unfortunate vociferous eclat of elevation, that raises the pampered
parasite to such an immense height in the scale of personal vanity, as, generally, to deprive him of respect,
before he can return to a state of equilibrium with his fellows, or to the place whence he started.

Few great men have passed from the stage of action, who have not left in the history of their lives indelible
marks of ambition or folly, which produced insurmountable reverses, and rendered the whole a mere
caricature, that can be examined only with disgust and regret. Such pictures, however, are profitable, for "by
others' faults wise men correct their own."



The following is a piece of biography, that shows what changes may be effected in the animal and mental
constitution of man; what trials may be surmounted; what cruelties perpetrated, and what pain endured, when
stern necessity holds the reins, and drives the car of fate.

As books of this kind are sought and read with avidity, especially by children, and are well calculated to
excite their attention, inform their understanding, and improve them in the art of reading, the greatest care
has been observed to render the style easy, the language comprehensive, and the description natural. Prolixit
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

Often the book A Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison : complete with original Illustration
(Illustrated) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book A
Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison : complete with original Illustration (Illustrated) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Cynthia Carter:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a publication. The book A Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison : complete with original
Illustration (Illustrated) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.

Sharon Garon:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be A
Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison : complete with original Illustration (Illustrated).

Jerome Chisolm:

You can obtain this A Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison : complete with original Illustration
(Illustrated) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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