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In Tourists of History, the cultural critic Marita Sturken argues that over the past two decades, Americans
have responded to national trauma through consumerism, kitsch sentiment, and tourist practices in ways that
reveal a tenacious investment in the idea of America’s innocence. Sturken investigates the consumerism that
followed from the September 11th attacks; the contentious, ongoing debates about memorials and celebrity-
architect designed buildings at Ground Zero; and two outcomes of the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City: the Oklahoma City National Memorial and the execution of Timothy
McVeigh.

Sturken contends that a consumer culture of comfort objects such as World Trade Center snow globes,
FDNY teddy bears, and Oklahoma City Memorial t-shirts and branded water, as well as reenactments of
traumatic events in memorial and architectural designs, enables a national tendency to see U.S. culture as
distant from both history and world politics. A kitsch comfort culture contributes to a “tourist” relationship to
history: Americans can feel good about visiting and buying souvenirs at sites of national mourning without
having to engage with the economic, social, and political causes of the violent events. While arguing for the
importance of remembering tragic losses of life, Sturken is urging attention to a dangerous confluence—of
memory, tourism, consumerism, paranoia, security, and kitsch—that promulgates fear to sell safety, offers
prepackaged emotion at the expense of critical thought, contains alternative politics, and facilitates public
acquiescence in the federal government’s repressive measures at home and its aggressive political and
military policies abroad.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism
from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero to read.

Theresa Wilkins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Tourists of History: Memory,
Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jimmy Maiden:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Tourists of History: Memory,
Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Jean Fair:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma City to
Ground Zero we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma
City to Ground Zero. You can more pleasing than now.
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