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Why do people study religion? How have they studied it in the past? How do we study religion today? Is the
academic study of religion the same as religious education? These and many other questions are addressed in
this engaging introduction to the discipline of religious studies, written by two experienced university
teachers. The authors have crafted this book to familiarize novice students with key concepts and
terminology in the study of religion. More advanced students will find avaried array of theoretical
perspectives and methodological approaches to the field. Topics include:

- definitions of religion

- perspectivesin the study and teaching of religion

- how religion began to be studied: traditional perspectives— philosophical and theological

- how people experience religion: perspectives in the study of religious consciousness and perception —
phenomenological and psychological

- studying religion within communities. Social and cultural perspectives — anthropological, sociological,
political and economic

- judging religion: critical perspectives —feminist approaches, the interaction of popular literature and
religion

- contextual perspectives — historical and comparative.

The book encourages students to think critically about the theories and methods presented. Students will find
arguments for the strengths and limitations of these approaches, understand connections among religious
studies and other intellectual movements, and devel op their own ideas of how they might want to go about
the study of religion. Summary boxes, atimeline, aglossary and other pedagogic aids help students grasp
key concepts, along with a companion website at www.sastor .com.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Lemaster:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This Introduction to the Study of Religion book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with
Introduction to the Study of Religion content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So, do you still
thinking Introduction to the Study of Religion is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

DorisRice:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Introduction to the Study of Religion as the daily
resource information.

James Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Introduction to
the Study of Religion suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Introduction to the Study of Religionis asingle of several books that everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you alarge amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Dolores Mann:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than

other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need to

doisjust spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the booksin
the top record in your reading list will be Introduction to the Study of Religion. This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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