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The work of German cultural theorist and art historian Aby Warburg (1866-1929) has had a lasting effect on
how we think about images. This book is the first in English to focus on his last project, the encyclopedic
Atlas of Images: Mnemosyne. Begun in earnest in 1927, and left unfinished at the time of Warburg's death in
1929, the Atlas consisted of sixty-three large wooden panels covered with black cloth. On these panels
Warburg carefully, intuitively arranged some thousand black-and-white photographs of classical and
Renaissance art objects, as well as of astrological and astronomical images ranging from ancient Babylon to
Weimar Germany. Here and there, he also included maps, manuscript pages, and contemporary images taken
from newspapers. Trying through these constellations of images to make visible the many polarities that
fueled antiquity's afterlife, Warburg envisioned the Atlas as a vital form of metaphoric thought.

While the nondiscursive, frequently digressive character of the Atlas complicates any linear narrative of its
themes and contents, Christopher D. Johnson traces several thematic sequences in the panels. By drawing on
Warburg's published and unpublished writings and by attending to Warburg's cardinal idea that "pathos
formulas" structure the West's cultural memory, Johnson maps numerous tensions between word and image
in the Atlas. In addition to examining the work itself, he considers the literary, philosophical, and
intellectual-historical implications of the Atlas. As Johnson demonstrates, the Atlas is not simply the
culmination of Warburg's lifelong study of Renaissance culture but the ultimate expression of his now literal,
now metaphoric search for syncretic solutions to the urgent problems posed by the history of art and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Memory, Metaphor, and Aby Warburg's Atlas of Images (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and
Thought)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Donovan Houseman:

The e-book with title Memory, Metaphor, and Aby Warburg's Atlas of Images (Signale: Modern German
Letters, Cultures, and Thought) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

John Keys:

This Memory, Metaphor, and Aby Warburg's Atlas of Images (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures,
and Thought) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using
great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Memory, Metaphor, and Aby Warburg's Atlas of
Images (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt in which?

Raymond Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Memory, Metaphor, and



Aby Warburg's Atlas of Images (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought).
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