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This first critical biography of Arturo Islas (19381991) brings to life the complex and overlapping worlds
inhabited by the gay Chicano poet, novelist, scholar, and professor. Gracefully written and deeply
researched, Dancing with Ghosts considers both the larger questions of Islas's life—his sexuality, racial
identification, and political personality—and the events of his everyday existence, from his childhood in the
borderlands of El Paso to his adulthood in San Francisco and at Stanford University. Frederick Aldama
portrays the many facets of Islas's engaging and often contradictory personality. He also explores Islas's
coming into the craft of poetry and fiction—his extraordinary struggle to publish his novels, The Rain God,
La Mollie and the King of Tears, and Migrant Souls—as well as his pivotal role in paving the way for a new
generation of Chicano/a scholars and writers.

Through a skillful interweaving of life history, criticism, and literary theory, Aldama paints an unusually rich
and wide-ranging portrait of both the man and the eventful times in which he lived. He describes Islas's
struggle with polio as a child, his near-death experience and ileostomy as a thirty-year-old beginning to
explore his queer sexuality in San Francisco in the 1970s, and his fatal struggle with AIDS in the late 1980s.
Drawing from hundreds of unpublished letters, lecture notes, drafts of essays, novels, and poetry archived at
Stanford University, Aldama also deals frankly with the controversies that swirled around Islas's
impassioned love life, his drug addictions, and his scholarly and professional career as one of the first
Chicano/a professors in the United States. He discusses the importance of Islas's pioneering role in bridging
Anglo, Latin American, Chicano/a, and European storytelling styles and voices. Dancing with Ghosts
succeeds brilliantly both as an account of a fascinating life that embraced many different worlds and as a
chronicle of the grand historical shifts that transformed the late-twentieth-century American cultural
landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Heck:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas. Try to the
actual book Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas as your close friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Billie Gould:

This Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas can bring whenever you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas having fine arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kim Adams:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Sharon Wilson:

This Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas is brand new way for you who has attention
to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Dancing
with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas can be the light food for yourself because the information



inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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