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Throughout time and in every culture, human beings have eaten together. Commensality - eating and
drinking at the same table - is a fundamental social activity, which creates and cements relationships. It also
sets boundaries, including or excluding people according to a set of criteria defined by the society. Particular
scholarly attention has been paid to banquets and feasts, often hosted for religious, ritualistic or political
purposes, but few studies have considered everyday commensality.

Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast offers an insight into this social practice in all its forms, from
the most basic and mundane meals to the grandest occasions. Bringing together insights from
anthropologists, archaeologists and historians, this volume offers a vast historical scope, ranging from the
Late Neolithic period (6th millennium BC), through the Middle Ages, to the present day. The sixteen
chapters include case studies from across the world, including the USA, Bolivia, China, Southeast Asia, Iran,
Turkey, Portugal, Denmark and the UK. Connecting these diverse analyses is an understanding of
commensality's role as a social and political tool, integral to the formation of personal and national identities.

From first experiences of commensality in the sharing of food between a mother and child, to the inaugural
dinner of the American president, this collection of essays celebrates the variety of human life and society.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Stevens:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast. Try to make the book
Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when
you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Donald Corbett:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Lupita Kirch:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Commensality: From Everyday
Food to Feast book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Harrison Colon:

This Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast can be one of several
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Commensality: From Everyday Food to Feast forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.
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