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Based on an actual, bloody dispute between wheat farmers and the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1880, “The
Octopus” is Frank Norris’ story of the waning days of the frontier West. Based on an actual incident, "The
Octopus" is set in the San Joaquin Valley of central California towards the end of the 19th century -- not long
before it was written. It concerns a dispute between the Pacific & Southwestern Railroad (in historical
reality, the Southern Pacific) which owns the land it runs through and the tenant wheat ranchers who farm it.
This is a turn-of-the-century epic of California wheat farmers struggling against the rapacity of the Pacific
and Southwestern Railroad, which will stop at nothing to extend its domination. The company controls the
local paper, the land, the legislature and, when the farmers organize to protect themselves, even manages to
control their representative on the state rate-fixing commission. An exemplary work of its time, “The
Octopus” uses the perpetual production of wheat as a metaphor for the continuous cycle of the good of the
earth prevailing over the evil of men, while examining the integrity and resolve of men faced with financial
ruin. An unremitting tale of greed and betrayal, it was originally intended as one-third of Norris' never-
completed "Epic of the Wheat" trilogy.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

This The Octopus: A Story of California are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Octopus: A Story of California can be one of several great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Octopus: A
Story of California forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Louis Jackson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Octopus: A Story
of California suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled The Octopus: A Story of Californiais the main of several books this everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Mary Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Octopus: A Story of California e-book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Octopus: A Story of California as good book not simply
by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Renee Wood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. The Octopus: A Story of California can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those
short spare time problems.
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