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Navajo Talking Picture, released in 1985, is one of the earliest and most controversial works of Native
cinema. It is a documentary by Los Angeles filmmaker Arlene Bowman, who travels to the Navajo
reservation to record the traditional ways of her grandmother in order to understand her own cultural
heritage. For reasons that have often confused viewers, the filmmaker persists despite her traditional
grandmother’s forceful objections to the apparent invasion of her privacy. What emerges is a strange and
thought-provoking work that abruptly calls into question the issue of insider versus outsider and other
assumptions that have obscured the complexities of Native art.

Randolph Lewis offers an insightful introduction and analysis of Navajo Talking Picture, in which he shows
that it is not simply the first Navajo-produced film but also a path-breaking work in the history of indigenous
media in the United States. Placing the film in a number of revealing contexts, including the long history of
Navajo people working in Hollywood, the ethics of documentary filmmaking, and the often problematic
reception of Native art, Lewis explores the tensions and mysteries hidden in this unsettling but fascinating
film.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
Navajo Talking Picture: Cinema on Native Ground (Indigenous Films)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Stephen Stover:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Navajo Talking Picture: Cinema on Native
Ground (Indigenous Films) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Donna Vazquez:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book Navajo Talking Picture: Cinema on Native Ground (Indigenous Films). You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.

Raymond Floyd:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Navajo Talking Picture: Cinema on Native Ground (Indigenous Films) when you required it?
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