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In Living Up to the Ads Simone Weil Davis examines commodity culture’s impact on popular notions of
gender and identity during the 1920s. Arguing that the newly ascendant advertising industry introduced three
new metaphors for personhood—the ad man, the female consumer, and the often female advertising model
or spokesperson—Davis traces the emergence of the pervasive gendering of American consumerism.
Materials from advertising firms—including memos, manuals, meeting minutes, and newsletters—are
considered alongside the fiction of Sinclair Lewis, Nella Larsen, Bruce Barton, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Zelda
Fitzgerald. Davis engages such books as Babbitt, Quicksand, and Save Me the Waltz in original and
imaginative ways, asking each to participate in her discussion of commodity culture, gender, and identity. To
illuminate the subjective, day-to-day experiences of 1920s consumerism in the United States, Davis
juxtaposes print ads and industry manuals with works of fiction. Capturing the maverick voices of some of
the decade’s most influential advertisers and writers, Davis reveals the lines that were drawn between truths
and lies, seduction and selling, white and black, and men and women.
Davis’s methodology challenges disciplinary borders by employing historical, sociological, and literary
practices to discuss the enduring links between commodity culture, gender, and identity construction. Living
Up to the Ads will appeal to students and scholars of advertising, American studies, women’s studies,
cultural studies, and early-twentieth-century American history.
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From reader reviews:

Nyla Gomez:

The particular book Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) has a lot info on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Timothy Payne:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s
(New Americanists) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Linda Manning:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Living Up to the Ads: Gender
Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard Thompson:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the
1920s (New Americanists). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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